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CRULL ELEMENTARY EARNS NATIONAL TITLE I DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOOL AWARD 

Each state may only name two schools as National Title I Distinguished Schools per year. 
 

PORT HURON, Mich. — Crull Elementary was notified by the Distinguished School Team National Title I 
Association this morning that it has been named as one of two schools in the state of Michigan to earn this 
prestigious recognition. The Michigan Department of Education selected Crull as a candidate to apply for the 
recognition. The Crull Elementary and Port Huron Schools Administrative teams followed through on the 
recommendation based on data that showed an emphasis on “Significant progress in closing the 
achievement gap between student groups.” Crull’s principal is Charles Raski. 
 
“Charlie did an excellent job of focusing the team at Crull towards these efforts,” noted Port Huron Schools 
Superintendent Jamie Cain. “He has a committed and passionate group of educators who daily demonstrate 
a team approach with constant collegial discussion and strategy on how to meet the needs of their students. 
This is a tremendous accolade for the entire staff at Crull Elementary.” 
 
Each year, the Distinguished Schools Program recognizes qualifying Title I schools from each state for their 
outstanding achievements in education. To be recognized is especially prestigious because it is a national 
distinction and only two schools per state are awarded. 
Crull Elementary met the eligibility criteria by significantly closing the achievement gap between student 
groups in English language arts and math on state and local assessments for the school year ending in 
2016.  
 

• The 3rd to 5th grade students at Crull demonstrated an increase in proficiency in the Economically 
Disadvantaged (ED) subgroup on the 2016 M-STEP. 

• The 3rd grade ED subgroup had the largest increase in proficiency, with a 27 percentage point increase in 
ELA from 2015 to 2016.  

• The 4th grade ED subgroup had an increase of 10 percentage points in both ELA and math. 
• The 5th grade ED subgroup outperformed the All Student subgroup by two percentage points in ELA and 

closed the achievement gap in math from a six percentage point gap down to a two percentage point gap. 
 
According to Mr. Cain, “The fact that the economically disadvantaged students out-performed their peers is 
a phenomenal benchmark for our entire district and is an indicator that we can overcome the barriers to 
learning that poverty creates for our students. This shows the care and effort of the Crull team to meet all the 
needs of our students. We have so many excellent and dedicated educators in our district and we could not 
be more proud of the team at Crull for their preparation and time spent before- and after-school hours. They 
demonstrated consistent and determined efforts toward this achievement.” 
Port Huron Schools and Crull Elementary will be recognized at the 2017 National Title I Conference in 
February, with more than 3,000 attendees from across the country. 
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